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Developer Plans to Build Town 
Center for Miami Suburb 

Proposed $1 billion mixed-use project in Sunrise is designed to provide 
the look and feel of a city center 

The western suburbs of Miami and Fort Lauderdale have lots of strip malls and apartment 

complexes but few areas that could be considered town centers. 

Now Joseph Kavana, a developer who immigrated to the U.S. from Uruguay, is hoping to change 

that with a proposed $1 billion master planned development in Sunrise, about 30 miles west of 

Miami. 

The mixed-use project, named Metropica, is being designed to give residents, shoppers and 

office workers the look and feel of a city center. 

Mr. Kavana broke ground Tuesday on the first building on the 65-acre parcel that he purchased 

about 20 years ago. The building, a 27-story luxury condominium tower, will include 263 units, 

with asking prices in the $400 to $450 a square foot range. About 50% of them have been sold. 

Mr. Kavana said Metropica also has signed leases with retail tenants for about 135,000 square 

feet of the 400,000 square feet of retail space planned in Metropica’s first phase. The tenants 

include clothing and fashion stores Anthropologie and Free People; an IPic movie theater; Kings 

Bowl; and such restaurants as True Food Kitchen, Shake Shack, and Salsa Fiesta. 

Mr. Kavana, who heads KGH International Development LLC, says he plans to begin 

development of the retail space in the first quarter of 2016 once he signs leases for about half the 

total space. He said he is negotiating with lenders for construction financing on the condo project 

and retail project. 

http://www.wsj.com/news/markets
http://quotes.wsj.com/SHAK


 

 

 

The master plan includes four million square feet of residential, office, retail and office space 

and is moving ahead at a time when South Florida is seeing a pickup in retail and residential 

development. In Miami alone, there are 6,316 condominium units under construction and another 

15,512 proposed, according to a September report by Integra Realty Resources. 

Mr. Kavana, 66 years old, moved to the U.S. in the mid-1970s and later became a U.S. citizen. 

Metropica would be the biggest project ever developed by KGH, which has invested in property 

and developments in the U.S. and South America. 

Mr. Kavana purchased the land in Sunrise in the mid-1990s, shortly after the popular Sawgrass 

Mills mall opened nearby. At one point he thought about developing it into an office park. 

“But then we saw the true potential of the site, something that did not exist in Sunrise: a 

downtown,” he recalled. 

Mr. Kavana said he visited more than 25 master planned projects in the U.S. and overseas to 

come up with the best design concepts for creating a downtown center essentially out of a green 

field. “The creative process has been very enriching,” he said. 

About $45 million worth of roads, sewers and other infrastructure will be developed on the site. 

Initially that work will be financed with equity, but Mr. Kavana said that he worked with the city 

of Sunrise to create a special taxation district for the project that will enable them to sell 

municipal bonds to pay for the infrastructure. 
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